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Village Voices  
 

INFORMATION UPDATE 9TH APRIL 2020 (3 PAGES)  
 

Hello everyone. It’s nice to see a bit of blue sky and sunshine to lift our spirits and make us 
remember spring is here. I hope those of you with gardens can enjoy this weather and the rest of you 
are making the most of your one outside activity a day if you are allowed to do so.  

Easter is approaching and many of us may be thinking of holidays that we have had to cancel. It must 
be particularly difficult for those with young children and teenagers to keep occupied. This edition of 
Village Voices includes lots of ideas and information to keep young people and families busy.                          
Future communication will include more activities and exercises for all ages to participate. 

Activities for families during social distancing/self-isolation 

Here are some websites full of activities and great ideas that may be useful for your family, a friend or 
neighbour so if this is not relevant to you please share with others who may benefit. 

If you know of some great stuff happening do get in touch with us so we can share with 
others: communityadmin@bvt.org.uk  

Home Start offer lots of support for families  

https://www.home-start.org.uk/home-start-birmingham-south 

 Creating routine for your children 

 Talking to your children about Coronavirus 

 Pregnancy and coronavirus  

 Activities for children 

Staying at home The Children’s Commissioner Guide can be downloaded from this link 

www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/coronavirus  (we have attached a copy)  

It is written for children to understand and gives links to some activities and videos/games to keep 
them busy. 
It has some ideas on WHAT TO DO in the Easter holidays during Lockdown. 
It gives guidance and activities for children to do, including the “now famous” Jo Wicks exercise 
routines, and many more links to a wide range of resources.  
 

 

mailto:communityadmin@bvt.org.uk
https://www.home-start.org.uk/home-start-birmingham-south
http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/coronavirus
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Indoor activities 

BBC Tiny Happy People  

Includes activity ideas to try at home with very young children from pre-birth to age 4, with videos and 
transcripts for nursery rhymes and songs – perhaps you can learn a new one with your children and 
FaceTime family and friends to show them what you’ve learnt. https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-
people/activities/zjh8hbk 

The Literacy Trust  

In response to school closures, The Literacy Trust have produced activities divided up into different 
age ranges to benefit children’s writing, reading and language development. 
https://literacytrust.org.uk/family-zone/ 

The Imagination Tree’s stay at home survival guide  

A variety of different activities all requiring different levels of planning and resources. From writing to 
family and friends to designing a Lego contest, there is something here for everyone. 
https://theimaginationtree.com/stay-at-home-survival-guide/ 

BBC Bitesize  

These resources are split into ages and then topics, and nations, recognizing our different curricula 
around the UK. There are educational online games too! This site is more about activities completed 
online, as opposed to things you can do together as a family, but it may be useful if a family is 
particularly concerned about schooling. https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary 

Outdoor Activities 

Remember that self-isolation doesn’t mean that you need to stay inside. Only stay quarantined if you 
or a family member are showing symptoms of coronavirus. Otherwise, you can still go outside and 
enjoy the fresh air while still maintaining social distancing of 2 meters apart. You can still play in your 
garden if you have one.  

Wildlife Watch  

Here, you’ll find a long list of activity sheets that are free to download. The activities vary in difficulty 
and not all of them require you to have a garden. https://www.wildlifewatch.org.uk/activity-sheets 

Woodlands Trust  
This includes some simple, nature-based activities you can enjoy together at home or in your garden 
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/03/kids-nature-activities-self-isolation/  

The Woodlands Trust Tree ID  

The Woodland Trust have produced some printable ID guides to help children learn about trees. Use 
them to identify leaves, twigs, blossom and fruits throughout the year once the lockdown has ended. 
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/03/tree-id-kids/ 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/activities/zjh8hbk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/activities/zjh8hbk
https://literacytrust.org.uk/family-zone/
https://theimaginationtree.com/stay-at-home-survival-guide/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary
https://www.wildlifewatch.org.uk/activity-sheets
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/03/kids-nature-activities-self-isolation/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/03/tree-id-kids/
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Culture and Craft Activities  

Museums and art galleries 

For those craving some culture, museums and galleries have been posting on social media under the 
hashtag #museumfromhome, showcasing their collections.  
 
BMAG explores Birmingham’s medieval beginnings, as well as its relatively newer industrial history. 
The tour is free to access at: https://www.birminghammuseums.org.uk/bmag 
Many of the local museums have Easter activities on their individual websites accessible via the main 
BMAG link  
 
Selly Manor Museum take a virtual tour  https://www.sellymanormuseum.org.uk/news/2020-03-26/a-
virtual-museum  

The two documents attached are for our virtual Easter trail that kids can take part in – with a 
certificate as a prize.  

There is also an art competition going on at Selly Manor. The artwork can take any form but needs to 
be inspired by Selly Manor. You can submit them by tagging Selly Manor on social media or by 
emailing your entry to sellymanor@bvt.org.uk, stating names and whether you are entering the adult 
or child category. The winning adult artist will get a George Cadbury mug and the winning child artist 
will get a special Selly Manor pin badge. The deadline for entries is Tuesday 14th April at noon.  

Over the course of the Easter weekend we will also have some activities like ‘spot the Easter egg’ in 
the Selly Manor garden on our Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/sellymanormuseum/  
 
Buckingham Palace and history of royal family Explore this magnificent building via our virtual 
tours  https://www.royal.uk/virtual-tours-buckingham-palace 
 
Family fun in Brum also posts crafts every day and other resources for families: 
https://www.facebook.com/familyfuninbrum/ 
 
Cadbury World is closed but there are videos and recipes on 
https://www.facebook.com/CadburyWorldUK 
 
Bournville Hub: https://www.facebook.com/BournvilleHub/ links to online services for young people 
like   https://www.facebook.com/MusicWithMummyWestMidlands plus this information  
The brilliant Axel Scheffler has produced a book about Covid-19 Coronavirus just for children - and 
it's available as a FREE download. Please share so it's available to every family who needs it. 
https://nosycrow.com/wp-conte…/…/2020/04/Coronavirus_INS.pdf 
 

Exercise: 

The Active Wellbeing Society: Go to their website to find out lots of tips from Sport England about 
how to keep fit at home, as well as weekly updates of live streaming activity sessions. Suitable for all 
ages both young and old. https://theaws.co.uk/virtual/ 

 

https://www.birminghammuseums.org.uk/bmag
https://www.sellymanormuseum.org.uk/news/2020-03-26/a-virtual-museum
https://www.sellymanormuseum.org.uk/news/2020-03-26/a-virtual-museum
mailto:sellymanor@bvt.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/sellymanormuseum/
https://www.royal.uk/virtual-tours-buckingham-palace
https://www.facebook.com/familyfuninbrum/
https://www.facebook.com/CadburyWorldUK
https://www.facebook.com/BournvilleHub/
https://www.facebook.com/MusicWithMummyWestMidlands
https://nosycrow.com/wp-conte…/…/2020/04/Coronavirus_INS.pdf
https://theaws.co.uk/virtual/
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Out on your street: 

Rainbows and bears in your windows: 
 
We’re seeing lots of evidence of Birmingham children painting and drawing pictures of rainbows to 
hang in their windows for people outside to see.  Also, householders are sitting teddy bears in their 
windows so children not isolating can go on a bear hunt during these strange days. Something 
positive and free you can do at home. 

 How to make simple rainbow drawing available on many You Tube videos like 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Co3YNK4_yjY 

Clap for our Carers 

Did you do it? Did you hear it? 
The 'Clap for our Carers' campaign, which started on Thursday (26 March), aimed to get people to 
show their appreciation for people working on the frontline in the NHS. At 8pm people stood in 
windows, on doorsteps, on balconies and in gardens and gave applause, cheers and even song to 
the healthcare heroes of this global pandemic. 
 
How did your Birmingham Street respond?  
 
The campaign is continuing every Thursday evening (8pm) with thanks being extended to 
EVERYONE working to ensure our world keeps turning: cleaners, teachers, police, firefighters, postal 
workers, refuse collectors, vets, delivery drivers, and shop staff. 
 
We'd love to hear and share your Birmingham stories. 
Please send your stories, photo or videos to communityadmin@bvt.org.uk   

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Co3YNK4_yjY
mailto:communityadmin@bvt.org.uk

